PAGE  
5

COMITÉ MARITIME INTERNATIONAL

Minutes of the CMI Assembly held at the Cape Town International Convention Centre on February 15, 2006 at 3:15 p.m.

ATTENDING:

President:
Jean-Serge Rohart


Past President:
Patrick Griggs

Vice Presidents:
Karl-Johan Gombrii


Stuart Hetherington

Councillors:
José Maria Alcantara


Christopher Davis


Johanne Gauthier


José Tomás Guzman


John Hare


Gregory Timagenis

Secretary-General:
Nigel Frawley

Administrator:
Wim Fransen

Treasurer:
Benoit Goemans

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS:

The delegates present at the Assembly are set out at Annex “A” to these minutes.  A quorum was declared and the meeting held to be properly constituted.  

President Jean-Serge Rohart opened the meeting and welcomed all of the delegates present.  

1.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The tabled agenda was adopted.

2.
MEMORIALS

The President then paid tribute to Claude Boquin, Pierre Bouloy and Madame Francoise Collet of the MLA of France; Arturo Ravina of the MLA of Argentina; and John Hargrave and Edouard Baudry of the Canadian MLA who had died since the previous Assembly.

3.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


The Secretary-General moved, seconded by Liz Burrell of the US MLA, that the minutes of the Assembly held in Paris on April 16, 2005 be approved.  There was unanimous approval and no business arising therefrom.

4.
MEMBERS

a)
Titulary Members

The Secretary-General advised that the German MLA had nominated Dr. Klaus Ramming to be a titulary member.  He then called upon the German MLA to speak to the matter.  There were no German delegates present.  The President called for comments on the nominee from the other delegates present and he then declared Dr. Ramming to be elected a titulary member.

b)
The Secretary-General advised the meeting that Frank Wiswall of the US MLA had been appointed an Honorary Vice-President at the last Assembly.  

c)
The Secretary-General then advised the Assembly that the CMI Executive Council had invited the Pacific International Maritime Law Association to be a consultative member.  No reply had been received to date.  He said that this Association was composed of graduates of the IMLI from the Pacific region such as Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Solomon Islands, Marshall Islands and New Zealand. 

d)
John Hare moved, seconded by William Moreira QC, that the MLAs of Tunisia and Kenya be accepted as national MLAs and the motion carried unanimously.

5.
FINANCES

a)
The Treasurer circulated his Report to the Audit Committee dated February 11, 2006, the Auditor’s Report on the Financial Statements for the fiscal year 2005 and the budget for the year ended December 31, 2005.  His comments thereon are attached hereto as Annex “B”.

b)
The Treasurer then recommended that the level of subscriptions for 2006 remain the same as for 2005, which was met with general approval.  

c)
The Treasurer then moved, seconded by Stuart Hetherington, that the account, budget and subscriptions be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.

d)
Unpaid Subscriptions

Karl Johan Gombrii reported on subscriptions which were outstanding from several MLAs.  He then moved for the expulsion of the Polish MLA in view of the fact that they were considerably in arrears and had not answered any of his letters asking for settlement.  This was seconded by Benoit Goemans and the motion carried.

6.
ASSEMBLY 2007

The President said that the next assembly will be held in Croatia, subject to confirmation by the Croatian MLA.  He went on to say that further details would be forthcoming in the near future.  

7.
ELECTIONS

Bent Neilsen spoke to the written report of the nominating committee which had been circulated.  He then moved that Wim Fransen be elected for a second term as administrator, and that Henry Li and José Maria Alcantara be elected for a second term as executive councillors.  Thomas Rue, President of the US MLA, seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

8.
PUBLICATIONS


There was no report.

9.
WORK IN PROGRESS 

a-d)
There were no reports on Transport Law, Marine Insurance and Procedural Rules in Limitation Conventions and Places of Refuge, owing to the fact that they had been dealt with during the Colloquium.

e)
Salvage Convention, 1989

Richard Shaw referred to the Responses to the CMI Questionnaire on the Implementation of the Salvage Convention 1989 and a synopsis of them prepared by Professor Berlingieri revealing slow progress in the number of countries giving it the force of law.  He said that the Questionnaire arose from the fact that the IMO Secretariat had not received any information whatever, in particular on Rules, about the Salvage Convention from those Contracting States which have given the convention the force of law, and that this was an obvious concern for the CMI due to the potential for lack of uniformity of laws and rules.  Progress reports on the Responses to the Questionnaire have been given by Richard Shaw to the IMO legal committee.  Mr. Shaw also reported that the International Salvage Union has developed a paper on the concept of salvage remuneration for saving the environment from pollution damage.  He further pointed out that there are clearly many practical difficulties, not the least being who will pay, and the CMI might well wish to monitor developments and make a constructive contribution to the debate.

f)
Bareboat Chartered Vessels

José Maria Alcantara reported that his Working Group had prepared a document for submission to the IMO legal committee relating to the provision of Financial Security by Bareboat Chartered Vessels, in particular into what would happen if the definition of “owner” was extended to bareboat charterers in a range of maritime liability conventions.  He said that problems might arise with the HNS Convention, Wreck Removal Convention (draft), 1992 CLC Convention and the Bunker Convention.  The CMI has recommended against amending the definition of “owner” to include bareboat charterers.

g)
Revision of CLC/Fund Conventions; STOPIA & TOPIA

No report was given as this had been spoken to at the Colloquium by Mans Jacobsson. 

h)
General Average


Bent Nielsen circulated the report of the Working Group on the rate of interest for the York-Antwerp Rules 2004.  He moved that the rate of interest be 5.5% for the period from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2008.  This was seconded by Johanne Gauthier and the motion was unanimously carried.

i, j)
As Wreck Removal and Fair Treatment of Seafarers had been dealt with at the Colloquium, no reports were given.

10.
VARIOUS 

a)
Young Members and CMI Prize Competition


Mr. Alcantara reported that a CMI prize competition would be advertised to all national MLAs in the near future with a prize to be awarded at the 2008 CMI Conference in Athens.


Andrew Taylor of the BMLA advised the Assembly of a seminar for young members which has been organized by the BMLA to be held in London May12/13, 2006.  He said that a suitable Notice of this event would be sent to national MLAs.  Mr. Timagenis then said that he would speak with the organizing committee of the CMI Conference to be held in 2008 in Athens about the possibility of allocating some time for young member issues.

b)
Starter Kit


There was no report.

c)
CMI 39th International Conference, Athens 2008

Mr. John Markianos, chairman of the organizing committee, reported that the Conference will be held during the period October 12-17, 2008, likely at the Astir Palace in Vouliagmeni near Athens.  Initial planning suggests that the registration and opening reception would be held on Sunday, October 12th with the substantive program being held on October 13, 14, 16 and 17, 2008, and an all day excursion for delegates and accompanying persons on Wednesday, October 15, 2008.  The website is presently being established.  The chosen PCO is Triaena Tours and Congress.  Mr. Markianos’ report was enthusiastically received.  

11.
OTHER BUSINESS

Alfred Popp QC-membership Honoris Causa. 

The Secretary-General then called upon Mr. Popp to come forward and after describing Mr. Popp’s distinguished career, in particular as chairman of the IMO legal committee for the previous 13 years and chairman of the Whole at several Diplomatic Conferences, he moved that Mr. Popp be elected as a member Honoris Causa.  This motion was seconded by Thomas Rue and the motion carried unanimously with a standing ovation.

Mr. Popp then spoke and thanked the CMI for the honour and said that he has always believed in the strong relationship which exists between the IMO and various intergovernmental bodies, in particular the CMI.  He said that it was very important that the CMI continue its excellent preparatory work for the drafting of international conventions.  He said that even though he was retiring he will keep in touch with international events and trends through his recent appointment as Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian MLA.  

12.
CMI CHARITABLE TRUST

Patrick Griggs reported that the trust funds had been transferred to new managers, Williamson Financial Services of London.  He said that some of the interest gained has been allocated to the website and publications, and that some had also been allocated for travel expenses of CMI lecturers to the IMLA.  

13.
TERMINATION

There being no further business, the President declared the meeting terminated and wished the Delegates a safe and pleasant journey home.

