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     Malta Maritime Law Association

           Maritime House, Lascaris Wharf
       Valletta VLT 1921, T: (+356) 27 250 320
    E:  mmla@melita.com   www.mmla.org.mt
26th March 2019

Dear colleagues,
As all of us in the maritime sector are conscious of the fact that autonomous shipping is a subject which is making a number of headlines on many levels both technical and legal. We are fed information on a daily basis through the specialised media and we receive snippets of information on the latest developments.

Those of us involved with the legal side of the industry and those who work on a daily basis with the collision regulations, the safety of life at sea convention and a host of other international regulatory guidelines which have at their very centre a physical person, wonder how and when these conventions are going to be adjusted to cater for autonomy, what level of autonomy and to what extent.

We ask what is actually meant by autonomous shipping, is this equivalent to totally unmanned vessels, what is the difference?

These are hugely interesting issues and the Malta Maritime Law Association relishes the idea of generating discussion on issues which are relevant and topical and thus decided to organise a seminar precisely on this subject.

We are truly honoured to announce that Robert Veal has accepted to give us a presentation on the subject.  Mr. Veal is a lecturer at the University of Southampton and a sought after speaker on the subject of unmanned ships.  He is a member of the Comité Maritime International, IWG on Maritime Law for Unmanned Ships.

We will also have a panel composed of persons from the industry who will deal with the subject from a practical perspective and here I would like to thank Mr. Albert Gruppetta, Ing. Paul Cardona and Capt. Joe Gabriele who have accepted our invitation.

We look forward to seeing you then.

Yours faithfully

Ann Fenech

President
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