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Comité Maritime International

Minutes of the CMI Assembly held at

Vancouver on 4 June 2004 at 14h00

Attending

Presidents:

Patrick GRIGGS

Jean-Serge ROHART

Vice-Presidents:
Karl-Johan GOMBRII




Frank L WISWALL Jr

Councillors:

José Maria ALCANTARA




Johanne GAUTIER




José Tomás GUZMAN SALCEDO




John HARE (Acting Secretary)




Stuart HETHERINGTON




Henry H LI




Thomas M REME




Gregory TIMAGENIS

Administrator:

Wim FRANSEN

Treasurer:

Benoit GOEMANS

Member Associations:
The delegates registered for and present at the Assembly are set out on Annexure A to these Minutes.

President Patrick GRIGGS opened the meeting.

1.
Adoption of agenda


The tabled agenda was adopted.
2.
Memorials
The President called the Assembly to the memory of Mr John Simms and Mrs
Margaret Healy.  Members stood in silent tribute.
3.
Approval of the Minutes of the Assembly held in Bordeaux on Friday 13th June 2003
The minutes of the Bordeaux Assembly were duly tabled an approved.

Matters arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
4.
Members


(a)
Titulary and Honorary Titulary Members
President Griggs moved for the admission of the following as Titulary Members of the Comité:


[Pascale please insert list]

So resolved.
(b)
Honorary Vice- Presidents
President Griggs reported that the Executive Council had recommended the appointment of Past President Alan Philip as “President honoris causa” and of Henri Voet as “Treasurer honoris causa” of the Comité in recognition of their respective contributions to the Comité.

So resolved.
(c)
Consultative members

No nominations were received.


(d)
Associations of Maritime Law
No new associations but an indication from Norman Martinez at IMLI that he wishes to create a national MLA in ???
Resolved that Mr Norman Martinez be appointed a provisional member of the Comité.
5.
Finances
Tabled:  
The Report of Senator David Angus

Senator Angus presented the report of the audit committee.  He acknowledged the input of Messrs Alan Philip and Patrick Griggs. 
The Audit Committee recommended to the Executive Council:  first that the audited statements be adopted by the CMI;  second that De Mol Mueldermans be appointed auditors for the year ending 2004;  third, that the current surplus should be retained as a reserve because of vagaries to which the CMI is exposed, particularly in relation to the payment of dues by member associations.

It was also recommended that the liquidity fund be increased from E50 000 to E100 000.
(a)
Accounts
Presentation of accounts year to 31 December 2003
The Treasurer recorded thanks to Senator Angus for his efforts.  He presented a Powerpoint of summary items drawn from the accounts.


Income & Expense account.


Reductions were recorded in travel expenses, office salaries with the moving of the Assistant Administrator, and postal costs.



The surplus for the 2003 year shows a significant increase, largely due to the profit of the Singapore conference and a general reduction in expenses.


Projections for 2004 are for a safe surplus, though travel costs will increase.


Assets included cash in hand of E286 771.  This reflects about 19 months liquidity cover which compares favourably with a norm of 12 months.


Liabilities include approx E40 000 outstanding expenses.



(b)
Budget

Report from the Treasurer


Budgets for 2004 and 2005 were presented.



Resolved:  That there will be no increase or decrease in dues;  E100 000 should be transferred to the liquidity account.


(c)
Subscriptions


(d)
Unpaid subscriptions



KarlJohann Gombrii reported that he had been in contact with about 40 member associations.  Most have been conscious of their default and willing to rectify the arrears. 

The list sent out with the conference differs from the current list in that many associations have since paid.


As of 4 June, China is about to pay its dues.  Greece may have already paid.  Mexico have reduced their outstandings by some E3200.  Spain’s outstanding involves an issue from Toledo and VAT in Spain which it is hoped will be resolved shortly.


There are some states who have not resonded at all;  or they have responded, but without willingness to extabolish dialogue on addressing the problem.  One case has indicated though its members in majority are maritime lawyers, they are not concerned with international affairs.


Indonesia, Mauretainia,  Morocco, Philippines, Poland and Senegal


Mr Gombrii proposed that membership be suspended and considered for expulsion by next year’s assembly if their outstanding dues have not been paid by then.  This is in accord with our constitution.

So Resolved.


Thomas Guzman reported that in relation to Latin American countries he had had a positive response from four associations who sent dues.  Some did not care to respond.  The executive council has agreed to give the defaulting associations more time to settle.  


Resolved that the report of the audit committee and the accounts be adopted.


(e)
Appointment of auditors


Resolved that Messrs De Mol Muelderman be re-appointed for the current financial year.


(f)
Revision of CMI Constitution  /  New legal status for CMI

Report by the Treasurer


Mr Goemans reported that by Royal Decree of 9 November 2003 the King of Belgium approved the new constitution of the CMI.
6.
Resolutions recommended by the Plenary session of the CMI at Vancouver 4 June 2004

All resolutions recommended by the Plenary (including the adoption of the York-Antwerp Rules 2004) were carried forward to the Assembly and adopted in accordance with the annexures to these minutes.

7.
Elections
Senator Angus as the Chair of the Nominations Committee reported the recommendations of the Nominations Committee.

Senator Angus thanked Mr Nigel Frawley for his contribution as past chair of the Nominating Committee.


Under Art 15 the Chair of the committee has to consult with all members concerning vacancies on the council.

Two Executive Councillors’ first terms expire.  There is no automatic re-election to a second term.  The Nominations Committee satisfied itself that the re-election of Messrs Stuart Hetherington and Gregory Timagenis was warranted.  Both are willing to be re-elected and have confirmed their commitment to a second term.

Due notification was sent to all national associations confirming that re-election of both was appropriate.  Twenty three replies supporting re-electing of Messrs Hetherington and Timagenis were received.


Nominations were called for from the floor.  There being none, Senator Angus proposed re-election of Messrs Hetherington and Timagenis; Ray Haydon of the USA MLA seconded.


So resolved.


The Presidency


The contribution of Patrick Griggs was acknowledged, especially in the earlier parts of his term when reform of the structures and operation of the CMI presented enormous challenges.  Mr Griggs leaves a rejuvenated and refinanced CMI, thanks to his efforts during his presidency.  


Senator Angus proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Griggs.  Mr Griggs was given a standing ovation by the Assembly.

Senator Angus proposed Jean Serge Rohart for the Presidency.


Senator Angus reported that Mr Rohart had indicated his willingness to accept appointment.  Notification was duly sent to member associations which were fully supportive.

There being no other nominations.  The election of Jean Serge Rohart as President of the Comité Maritime International was moved by Senator Angus, and seconded by Prof Marc Huybrechts of Belgium.

So elected.

Mr Griggs replied with thanks and congratulations to M Rohart.


[The meeting was thereupon taken over by Mr Rohart, as President]

8.
Publications
Report of Prof Wiswall received.
Handbook of Maritime Conventions now received and may be ordered from the Secretariat.

The CMIU archives are being reduced to CD ROM


The CMI has surplus copies of the various Traveaux Preparatois which will be distributed to a small number of academic institutions where maritime law is taught and researched as a significant subject.


9.
Work in progress
The Assembly noted and endorsed the reports submitted to the plenary session.

(a)
UNESCO Draft Underwater Cultural Heritage



Report of Patrick Griggs


[Pascale please get a copy of Patrick’s report]


(b)
Offshore Underwater Mobile Craft
Report of Richard Shaw

[Pascale please get a copy of Richard’s report]

10.
Various

(a)
CMI Planning committee

The report of the Planning Committee was tabled, and adopted.


Future projects identified included the re-establishment of the monitoring of the EU shipping measures and continued efforts to promote interest in maritime law through co-operation with IMLI and other similar institutions.



(b)
New MLA’s


None



(c)
Future CMI fora
The following dates for future CMI events were noted:

Assembly 2005 – Paris, second week of April 2005.

Cape Town Colloquium 13th – 15th February 2006

CMI 39th International Conference  - Athens/Piraeus May 2008
There being no further business, the assembly closed at 17h00.

