COMITE MARITIME INTERNATIONAL

Standing Committee for Ratification of the Rotterdam Rules

Dear President

Questionnaire

| am attaching a Questionnaire for all MLAs to assist the Standing Committee on the Ratification of
the Rotterdam Rules. It would be of great assistance if you could respond to it as soon as possible,
although | understand that there are a number of Questionnaires with MLAs on other topics at the
present time. I'm hoping this task will not occupy too much of your time.

Tokyo Conference

Arrangements are underway in relation to the programme for the Tokyo Conference which is
scheduled for May 15 to 17. | am told that there will be a formal Conference session at which both
the Judicial Sales Convention and Rotterdam Rules Convention will be discussed (45 minutes for
each topic). In addition, the day prior to the commencement of the Conference, Tuesday May 14th
2025, will be scheduled for meetings of International Working Groups and Standing Committees,
such as this one. In so far as this Standing Committee meeting is concerned it will be an Open
meeting for all delegates, and | would particularly welcome your attendance or whoever in your
Association is best placed to report on your Association's activities on this topic.

It is my intention to ask all MLAs too inform the Standing Committee how advanced they are in the
following activities (bearing In mind, of course, that there is now six months until the Conference and
| would hope that if you have not been able to conduct any of the following activities up to now you
will be able to do so over the next six months).

The activities that the Standing Committee would hope that you have been able to conduct by the
time of the Conference and upon which you can report, would include such things as the following:

1. The development of contacts and discussions with the following groups in your jurisdiction:
@) Marine cargo insurers - (you may be assisted by searching the IUMI website to
ascertain who from your country is on a [IUMI Committee (eg the Liability or Cargo
Committee).

(b) Shipper bodies and/or major shippers - (eg organisations affiliated with the European
Shippers Council; the Asian Shippers Alliance; the American Association of
Exporters and Importers).

(©) Others, such as freight forwarders, ship brokers and chartering organisations.

(d) Government personnel.
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2. Whether you have been able to make use of the Booklet containing the materials from the
Gothenburg Colloguium.

3. Whether you have hosted meetings, seminars and the like at which any of the above groups
or personnel have attended.

In addition to the above matters the Standing Committee will report on developments to you, that it is
aware of and that it has been involved with, in different regions around the world. There is a
considerable amount of good work being conducted in Europe.

Documents

| am taking this opportunity to attach copies of the following materials:

1. A copy of a letter sent by the Spanish government to the EU dated 15 July 2024 (you may
find some useful commentary in this letter for your own purposes in communicating with your
government).

2. Paper prepared by Gertjan van der Ziel "Main Features of the Rotterdam Rules” (you may

find this particularly useful as a summary of the provisions that shippers and their cargo
insurers would be interested to know about).

I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you in Tokyo.

Fa

A
Stuart Hetherington

Chair of the CMI Standing Committee for the Ratification of the Rotterdam Rules

27 November 2024
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