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3rd September 2024 
 
MLA Presidents 
Titulary Members 
Consultative Members 
Executive Council 
 
 
Dear Presidents, dear colleagues, dear friends. 
 
I hope that most of you have managed to take a well deserved break over the summer 
holidays. 
 
My own summer was particularly blessed by the arrival of our first grand daughter Olivia 
and my husband and I are literally over the moon! 
 
In the meantime the three months since our Gothenburg conference in May, the 
traditionally slower summer months,  were not “slow” at all and we had a great deal of 
activity in fact.  This included the IMLI graduation ceremony and special IMLI 30th 
Anniversary, circulation of our Newsletter,  circulation of the Lex Marittima questionnaire, 
preparation for our extraordinary general assembly in October,  various events organised  
by numerous NMLAs and regular meetings on the Tokyo Conference in May 2025.  
 
I would however like to highlight the below: 
 
1. Convention on the international effects of judicial sales of ships:   

 
The much anticipated “2nd signing ceremony” took place in Malta on the 19th of June  
2024 at the magificent Verdala castle under the auspices of Her Excellency the 
President of Malta. It was organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in conjunction 
with UNCITRAL and the CMI.  As I had advised you already the scope was to have a 
very high level gathering consisting predominantly of Ambassadors and State 
representatives 
 
As you would have already seen from our extensive on line media coverage we had 
seven new countries signing the convention – Malta, Italy, Spain, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Antigua and Barbuda and Cote D’Ivoire.    
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Key note speaches were delivered by three Maltese ministers of State, by myself, by 
Jose Angelo Estrella Faria Principal Legal Officer  UNCITRAL, Dorota Lost Sieminska 
Director Legal Affairs IMO, and by Mr. Richard Sonnenschein Director for Justice 
Policies, DG Justice & Consumers European Commission.   
 
The ceremony was officiated by Mr. David Nanopoulos, Chief of the Treaty Section 
Office of Legal Affairs at the UN who physically brought the Treaty Book. 
 
Going forward we now need to focus on ratification and the IWG is working on 
encouraging as many countries as possible to move to this next phase. 
 
EU Member states need to await the EU Council decision to permit them to ratify and 
we are having regular on going discussions with the European Union to ensure that this 
takes place as soon as possible. Mr. Sonnenschein pledged the concerted efforts of 
the EU in order to ensure that this occurs promptly. 
 
In the meantime we have been informed by the UN Treaty Section that between the 
24th and 27th September 2024 there will be a Treaty Event  held at the UN in New 
York to co-incide with the General Assembly of the UN.  The Treaty Event (copy of 
brochure attached) enables states attending the General Assembly to sign any Treaty 
of which the Secretary General of the UN is the depositary.   
 
I would stronly recommend to all of you to encourage your governments to take 
advantage of this and to sign the Convention on the International Effects of 
Judical sales of Ships. 
 

2.  Rotterdam Rules 
 
Following the very successful sessions on the carriage of goods by sea at our 
Gothenburg Colloquium, with particular emphasis on showcasing the Rotterdam Rules 
with renewed enthusiasm, the IWG on the ratification of the Rotterdam Rules under the 
chairmanship of Stuart Hetherington has worked very hard in continuing to promote the 
ratification of the Rules.  An important part of this effort has been the publication of a 
booklet on the Rotterdam Rules which has only just been published a couple of weeks 
ago, containing the papers presented in Gothenburg on the subject, the Rules 
themselves  as well as several testimonials.  This is a perfect tool which can be 
presented to persons within state administrations as part of the enhanced efforts at 
convincing countries to ratify the Rotterdam Rules.   
 
On behalf of the CMI I would lke to thank Peter Laurijssen, newly elected Exco member 
for having taking the time and effort to edit and organise the publication of this booklet. 
 

3. Invitation from the Italian Maritime Law Association on its 125th Anniversary. 
 
It is with great pleasure that I attach hereto an invitation from Giorgio Berlingieri, 
President of the Italian Maritime Law Association to all Presidents of all our NMLAs to 
attend the special anniversary celebration of the Italian Maritime Law Association, 
which this year celebrates its impressive 125th year.  This wil take place on the 8th of 
November.  
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I have accepted this inviation and am very much looking forward to celebrating this 
wonderful milestone with our Italian colleagues.  It would be wonderful to see as many 
of you as possible at this memorable event.   
 
 
I look forward to seeing you again  during our virtual General Assembly in October. 
 
Best regards 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Ann Fenech 
President 
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