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Tom Birch Reynardson 

Chair, CMI IWG on MASS 
Tom Birch Reynardson is senior partner of Birch Reynardson & Co, a firm of 
London based solicitors specialising in international trade law and arbitration. 

Tom also accepts appointment as arbitrator in maritime and international trade 
disputes. 

Tom has been Chair of the CMI International Working Group on MASS since 
2015, and has represented CMI at meetings of the IMO Legal Committee, the 
Maritime Safety Committee also the Joint Working Group on MASS. He is also 
Chair of the trustees of the CMI Charitable Trust. 

Contact: 

Mobile: +44 (0) 7780 543553 
tbr@birchreynardson.com 
 
www.birchreynardson.com 

 

Øystein Engelhardtsen 

Autonomy and AI in Shipping 

Øystein Engelhardtsen is a principal researcher and leader 
of the ship autonomy research team at DNV. He has a 
broad background with more than 16 years of R&D 
experience within maritime autonomy and holds a Deck 
Officer Certificate from the Royal Norwegian Navy and a 
MSc in Engineering Cybernetics from the Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology. 

 

 

 

Contact: 

oystein.engelhardtsen@dnv.com 
Mobile +4792810676 

dnv.com   

mailto:tbr@birchreynardson.com
http://www.birchreynardson.com/
mailto:oystein.engelhardtsen@dnv.com
https://www.dnv.com/


 
 

Edmund Greiner 

USV Operations 
 

Edmund heads up the fleet services legal team at Fugro’s 
head office in the Netherlands having joined Fugro in 
March 2020. Prior to that Edmund spent 20 years as a 
specialist maritime lawyer and P&I legal correspondent in 
South Africa.  Edmund is the former president of the 
South African Maritime Law Association.  

 

 

 

 

Contact:  

e.greiner@fugro.com  
Mobile: +31648348090 
www.fugro.com 

 

 

 

Henrik Ringbom 

The CMI Paper Submission to LEG on Liability 
Dr Henrik Ringbom is Professor of Maritime 
Law and the Law of the Sea at the Åbo 
Akademi University in Finland and Professor II 
(part-time) at the Scandinavian Institute of 
Maritime Law at the University of Oslo. His 
previous work experience includes 11 years as 
an EU official at the European Commission and 
the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). 
Prof. Ringbom has published widely in the field 
of European and international shipping law and 
environmental law and is the co-editor of the 

book Autonomous Shipping and the Law from 2021.  

mailto:e.greiner@fugro.com
http://www.fugro.com/


 
 

Contact: 

henrik.ringbom@abo.fi 
Mobile: +358 40 763 1071 
 
Abo.fi 
 
 
Frank Stevens 

Liability Issues 
 

Dr. Frank Stevens obtained his Law Degree from the 
University of Leuven (Belgium) in 1991.  He also holds 
an LL.M. in Admiralty from Tulane University (1992) 
and a Doctorate in Law from the University of Ghent 
(2017).  Dr. Stevens joined the Antwerp Bar in 1993, 
and has been practising transport and maritime law 
since then.  Since 2016, he is an Associate Professor 
at the Erasmus School of Law in Rotterdam. 

Dr. Stevens is the author of textbooks on Carriage of 
Goods by Sea and on Limitation of Liability, and 

regularly publishes and speaks on issues of transport and maritime law.  He is 
the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal for International Trade and Transport Law 
('Tijdschrift voor Internationale Handel en Transport') and is on the Board of 
Editors of two other legal journals.  He is a Titulary Member of the CMI as well 
as a member of the Belgian and Dutch Maritime Law Associations and has 
served as the Belgian MLA's President from 2015 till 2019. 

Contact: 

f.stevens@law.eur.nl 
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Melis Özdel 

Carriage of Goods by MASS – Do we need a Convention? 

Melis is the specialism convenor for maritime law 
studies at UCL, and she publishes widely in the 
areas of international trade law, carriage of goods 
by sea, international commercial arbitration and 
conflict of laws and jurisdiction. She is the editor 
and co-author of “Commercial Maritime Law” 
(2020, Hart Publishing), author of “Bills of Lading 
Incorporating Charterparties” (2015, Hart 
Publishing) and co-author of “EU Transport Law” 
(2016, Hart-Nomos-Beck), “Contents of 
Commercial Contracts” (2020, Hart Publishing) 
and “Damages Recoveries and Remedies in 

Shipping Law (2023, Informa). Melis is founder of the UCL Autonomous 
Shipping Project, which was launched in a bid to start an open and diverse 
debate on the future of autonomous shipping from a legal perspective. She is 
currently researching and publishing on the legal implications of autonomous 
shipping. She is a member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a 
supporting member of the LMAA (London Maritime Arbitrators’ Association). 
Melis is also a member of the CMI’s (Comite Maritime International) 
International Working Group on Unmanned Vessels. 

Contact: 

m.ozdel@ucl.ac.uk 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Rhidian Thomas 
 
Insurance of Autonomous Ships 
 
Professor Thomas is Professor Emeritus of Maritime Law and Founder Director 
of the Institute of International Shipping and Trade Law at Swansea University, 
Wales, UK. He previously held academic positions at universities in the UK, 



 
 

and visiting positions at universities in Europe, 
Scandinavia, Far East and North America. He is Editor-
in-Chief of the Journal of International Maritime Law, 
and his published books are in the fields of Admiralty 
jurisdiction, commercial arbitration and marine 
insurance. 
 

Contact: 

rhidianthomas@btinternet.com 

 

 

Cecilia Severoni 

Salvage and Autonomous Maritime Navigation 
 

Cecilia Severoni, is Associate Professor in Economics Law, qualified as full 
professor at the University of Udine, Italy.  She 
currently teaches the subjects of Commercial Law, 
Law of Intermediaries and Financial Markets and 
Sustainable Development Law. She is the author of 
monographic works on the remuneration of Salvage 
between public interest and private interests, vol. I, 
Historical-Dogmatic Premises; The remuneration of 
salvage between public and private interests, vol. II; 
Systematic profiles and evolutionary outlines of code 
sharing; and of more than 50 articles of a legal nature, 
including a book chapter on Salvage and Autonomous 
Navigation. A handbook of her on Sustainable 

Development Law is being published. Member of the scientific committee of 
Italian Legal journals and of a scientific board of an economic book series, she 
collaborated in various scientific research programs of national interest PRIN co-
financed by M.I.U.R., and she had the direction of a study group at the Italian 
AIDIM on Unmanned Ships, commissioned by the Comité maritime international. 
From 2018 she is member of the International Working Group of the Comité 
maritime international on unmanned ships. 

Contact: 

cecilia.severoni@uniud.it 

 



 
 

Ayoub Tailoussane 

Making Autonomous Vessels COLREGS- compliant: A way 
forward through the legal challenges? 
 

Ayoub Tailoussane is a PhD Candidate at the University 
of Oslo, currently working on his thesis: “The 
Application of the COLREGS to Autonomous Ships.” 

Ayoub is a Master of Business Law at the University of 
Mohammed V University in Rabat, and is a Master of 
Laws in Admiralty and Maritime Law at Tulane. 

Prior to doing his PhD Ayoub was Legal Counsel with 
CMS Francis Lefebvre in Casablanca, Morocco. 

 

 

Contact: 

ayoub.tailoussane@jus.uio.no 


