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EU crackdown on Russia 
sees 27 ships designated for 
breaching sanctions

THE EU’s 14th sanctions package adopted today directly 
designated 27 ships, including tankers said to be linked to Putin’s 
dark f leet*, and those transporting military equipment and stolen 
grain from Ukraine.

This is the first time that the EU has directly targeted single-ship 
registered owners and listed the IMO number, which mirrored 
recent action in the UK and US, that has proven the most effective 
in removing vessels from the market to halt further trading.

Among those ships listed for skirting sanctions on Russia’s oil and 
shipping sector, according to EU Observer, were four Gabon-
flagged tankers, including three operated by Russian government-
controlled Sovcomflot and another product tanker, Hana (IMO: 
9353113).

Hana is one for 50-plus tankers that was formerly part of Gatik 
Ship Management, Russia’s largest dark f leet operator, which 
fragmented into 18-plus subsidiaries more than a year ago after 
vessels were deflagged, declassed and lost insurance for 
breaching sanctions.

Hana’s registered owner, Elizario Shipping Incorporation was 
incorporated in Mauritius last year, while the current shipmanager 
since July, 2023, is Türkiye-based Unic Shipmanagement.
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