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IOPC and lawyers at odds over preparations
for potential ‘Torrey Canyon of ammonia’
disaster

A catastrophic green fuels incident at sea could happen before
international regulators devise a way to handle the clean-up. But not all
agree that it is a crisis

Jolien Kruit of Van Traa Advocaten in Rotterdam is also a professor of law at Erasmus University and a member of the
CMI's international working group on maritime decarbonisation. (Photo: Bob Rust)
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Lawyers focused on environmental disasters at sea are warning that no
international liability and compensation system is in place to handle an ammonia
disaster as alternative fuels gain acceptance.

They fear a potential “Torrey Canyon of ammonia” — a reference to the 1967 oil
spill off the UK that was key to creating the International Qil Pollution
Compensation Funds (IOPC Funds). The funds help pay for the damage caused by
hydrocarbon pollution from ships.
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Shipowners face huge settlement claims from new fuels
liability blind spot
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