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1. Congratulations on your recent appointment as President of the ISU. How has
your experience across different roles in the salvage industry prepared you
for this position, and what are your main priorities for the Union?

| am fortunate to have worked in this industry for over 40 years. | began my
career in 1984 with my family’s company, Multraship Towage & Salvage,
operating on our multiple tugboat and salvage craft fleet. Over the years, |
worked my way up to become Senior Salvage Master, and | am now serving as
Joint Managing Director. | have participated in many exciting and sometimes
dangerous salvage operations so | know from the sharp end the difficulties and
challenges but also the rewards and great satisfaction that is provided by
successfully saving lives, preventing environmental disasters and of course
preserving the value of people’s property.

| have been president of the ISU once before so | have a good understanding of
the role. And | have also been chairman of the European Tugowners’ Association
which has given me a wider perspective on the towage and salvage industry.

My priorities for the ISU or to ensure that the industry is financially sustainable
so that our members are indeed available 24/7 all around the world to spring
into action to provide emergency response services that will prevent casualties
from becoming catastrophes. To do that we must continue to engage with key
stakeholders - that is the ship owners and the property and liability insurers and
of course the shipping lawyers and the wider legal profession.

2. The ISU has a long-standing relationship with the CMI, going back to the era
of Archie Bishop. How would you describe the current collaboration between
the ISU and CMI, and why is it important to maintain it?

ISU is proud of its long association with the CMI and we recognise it as the most
important and influential body when it comes to matters of international
maritime law. We are particularly fortunate that the president of the CMI, Ann
Fenech, is extremely knowledgeable about our sector and has directly engaged
with it in her own private practice as well as through her industry work. And her
firm is an associate member of the ISU. Our secretariat, including our legal
advisor, receive all the communications from the CMI| and consider their contents
and share them with ISU members and the executive committee as required. We
know that should we seek to influence or change relevant Conventions or Rules
the best way to do so is through CMI.

3. The CMI maintains active engagement with the ISU and its events. How do
you see this kind of engagement, and the direct communication channel with
CMLI, helping to strengthen the relationship going forward?



ISU has participated at various CMI events - our legal adviser, Richard Gunn,
(who is a master mariner and partner at Reed Smith) spoke at the CMI event in
Gothenburg and we would hope to have similar opportunities again. | am a firm
believer that face-to-face contact and networking at conferences and industry
events is one of the best ways to build trust and understanding. And
transparency and trust are essential components to the efficient and proper
delivery of salvage services.

Environmental salvage and sustainability have become increasingly
important in recent years. How is the ISU approaching these issues, and what
role do you see CMI playing in supporting developments in this area?

Put simply, ISU members provide services which prevent environmental damage.
Our annual pollution prevention survey showed that last year our members
provided services to vessels carrying some 2.4 million tonnes of potential
pollutants, which could have been at risk of going into the sea. The ISU decided
long ago not to pursue the concept of environmental salvage but to ensure that
stakeholders are fully aware of the environmental benefit that commercial
salvors provide. And we say that when owners and insurers are consider the
salvage industry they should focus on, and celebrate, the value of what we
preserve rather than the cost. One of the most important roles for the CMl is to
continue to support the use of the Lloyd’s Open Form salvage contract which
we still believe is the best contract for in most emergency response situations.

During the Gothenburg Colloquium, a special panel on salvage was
moderated by Captain Nick Sloane in memory of Archie Bishop. How do such
panels and CMI events help foster collaboration and knowledge sharing
within the maritime community?

Any exchange of views and ideas - particularly in conference settings like the
CMI colloquium - is to be welcomed. Salvors know much about the law but we
are not lawyers and lawyers know much about salvage but they are not salvors.
Bringing us together with expert moderators and giving us the opportunity to
learn from each other can only be a good thing. And we would welcome further
initiatives or ideas from CMI to create new engagement opportunities.

Looking ahead, where do you see the ISU-CMI relationship going, and how
can both organisations continue to work together to address emerging
challenges in the salvage and maritime sectors?

It would be useful for the ISU management team to sit with the leaders of CMI
and consider the various contractual matters, conventions, rules and other
relevant legislation and do a high level review to identify any gaps or areas where
we think there could be modernization or improvements in the efficient workings
of the law or new initiatives to help sustain the salvage industry and ensure that
salvage services are available where they are needed. And that the outcome of
those services is a fair reward, agreed and delivered in a supportive and
collaborative environment.






