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Kia ora, we are halfway through 2026 and as I write this the Iran-America peace settlement 
heads of agreement has just been signed, the price of oil has started to head down and 
stock markets are reacting well to the Strait of Hormuz reopening. 
Or is it open? “Uncertainty” is the new catch phrase as geopolitical actions rule the shipping 
world daily. 
Internationally, it has also been busy with the Comité Maritime International (CMI) 2026 
colloquium in Brazil in May and, across Australasia, with busy Branch activity. 
 
Branches & MLAANZ Activities 
Queensland held an excellent webinar in April titled “Lithium-Ion Batteries on Vessels: Fires, 
Compliance and Liability” with 36 in attendance and 43 online, including myself. Queensland 
is also holding a “Goliath Dinner” on 30 July. A special thanks to Rosie Gibson, the new 
Queensland Branch chair, and the Queensland Committee for reinvigorating the Branch’s 
activity. 
Western Australia continues to be our most active Branch with webinars having been held 
across the year, including on topical subjects such as “Current Tech & Innovation in the 
Maritime Sector in 2026” held on 15 April and “Marine War Risks Insurance Cover and CP 
Implications” held on 9 June. Thanks to Pat Saraceni and her team. 
NSW recently held mid-year drinks in Sydney at Mills Oakley and has been busy organising 
the 2026 MLAANZ annual federal conference. 
The International Maritime Law Arbitration Moot (IMLAM) is being held in Sydney from 5-10 
July 2026 at the University of Sydney’s new law building, with Hon James Allsop AO recently 
announced as the lead judge. MLAANZ is a sponsor of the Derrington-Lewis Prize and 
Board member Clinton McKenzie is helping to lead the event’s Organising Committee. 
New Zealand recently held its annual conference at the Sofitel Auckland Viaduct, which I had 
the pleasure to attend. A wide range of speakers included: 

• Rose Mein (Maritime New Zealand) 

• Sid Wellik (Transport Accident Investigation Commission) 

• Roxy Robertson (AFFCO) 

• former MLAANZ president Neil Beadle 

• former MLAANZ New Zealand vice-president Stacey Fraser 

• MLAANZ members Daniel Jackson, Lydia Sharpe and John McKelvie 

• Young MLAANZ members Zuhaa Cheema, Olivia Casey and Charlotte McColl 
MLAANZ members Simon Cartwright and Paul David KC then rounded out an excellent day. 
A big thank you to John Knight who leads a very active Branch and special thanks to Colin 
Hunter and his organising team who put on a fantastic conference followed by a great night 
of collegiality and dinner at Beast and Butterflies. 
The Branch held its AGM with all office holders retaining their positions and with regular 
Semaphore contributor Daniel Jackson being elected as a new Committee member. 
 
 
CMI Committee 
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MLAANZ submitted its paper on Lex Maritima to the CMI in time for the recent colloquium in 
Brazil. The paper was so well received in particular the  procedure  of cross-referencing 
Australian  laws  to Lex Maritima. A big thank you to Michelle Taylor, Charlie Street, Steven 
Rares KC, Justice Angus Stewart and Jesper Martens who edited the MLAANZ submission 
and members including Dr Damien Cremean who submitted to the CMI. 
MLAANZ submitted a response to the CMI International Working Group on Maritime 
Decarbonisation and I would like to acknowledge the efforts of barrister Anna Elizabeth as 
well as Michelle Taylor in co-ordinating the responses from the law firms. MLAANZ is now 
well positioned to respond to CMI questionnaires in the future. 
Congratulations to Michelle and Steven who represented MLAANZ at CMI Brazil 2026. 
Steven, who is internationally-respected as a leading maritime law jurist, lawyer and 
academic, also presented a paper. Michelle led our CMI mission for 2026 at the colloquium 
supported by Steven. A big thank you for the representation, which is vital to our maritime 
law association relationship building and to maintaining a voice and seat at the CMI. 
Next year’s CMI conference is in Valencia in April 2027. I am sure there will be a large 
delegation from MLAANZ. 
 
Extraordinary Special General Meeting (ESGM) 6 April 2026 
Our ESGM was held with the motion passed as submitted and the requirement to appoint an 
auditor is now discretionary as opposed to mandatory. We will soon post our amended and 
updated constitution on our website along with a tracked-changes version, so alterations can 
easily be identified. Thank you to those who took the time to attend the meeting. 
 
Sydney MLAANZ 51st Annual Federal Conference  
The NSW Branch has reported that the preparations for the Sydney annual federal 
conference are taking shape, with 25 speakers selected to present from a pool of 30 
applicants. 
In a significant coup for MLAANZ, Dr Rosalie Balkin AO has been announced as our FS 
Dethridge Memorial speaker and I look forward to MLAANZ being able to honour Rosalie in 
person for her magnificent contribution to maritime law including with the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) and CMI. 
The programme and registration for the conference will be published and circulated to 
members in coming weeks and I cannot wait to celebrate our association in Sydney with you 
all. 
 
The Board continues to work well and I thank them for their ongoing commitment to 
MLAANZ and CMI 
Immediate Past President- Michelle Taylor. 
Australian Vice President - Naraya Lamart 
New Zealand Vice President – John Knight. 
 
Secretary- Maurice Lynch. 
Treasurer- Janine Laing. 
Board Member- Clinton McKenzie. 
Board Member- Lachlan Boughton. 

https://www.mlaanz.org/cmi.html
https://www.mlaanz.org/uploads/1/3/9/4/139416176/mlaanzmar2026-rosaliebalkinq_a.pdf
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Board Member- Charles Street 
 
Nga mihi 
Hamish Fletcher 
President of Maritime Law Association of Australia and New Zealand 
 
 
23/06/26 


